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I T seems tha t  for  40 years  you have had  the advantage  of a Society which br ings toge ther  
all the var ied  in teres ts  which center  a round  the wide field of fa t ty  oils, thei r  diverse uses, 
their  subst i tutes  in one fo rm or another ,  the technological  sides of their  applicat ions,  

and their  fundamen ta l  chemical study. We have been less fo r tuna te  in Bri ta in ,  in spite of 
the existence for ahnost  as long of a very  live body, the Oil and Colour Chemis t s '  Associa- 

tion. This  caters  admirably  to one section of our  common field of 
interest ,  the d ry ing  oils; but  0.C.C.A. of course also has  to cover 
other  subjects, p igments ,  synthet ic  plastics, etc., which are beyond 
the range of fa t ty  oils p e r  so. We have no one body which so com- 
prehens ive ly  includes all aspects  of fa t  technology and science as the 
A.O.C.S., and tha t  is in many  ways a pity. 

I share the view held cur rent ly  over here tha t  fu r the r  creat ion of 
specialist  societies is not  a desirable thing,  but  concurrent ly  I of ten 
look at your  Society wi th  some envy and wish tha t  we possessed a 
Br i t i sh  body with the same broad coverage of all aspects  of the  now 
very  large and diverse in teres ts  connected with fats  and fa t ty  oils. 
I t  would be ung ra t e fu l  not  to add tha t  we manage  very  well wi th  the 
facilities given by our Society of Chemical Indus t ry ,  Society of Pub- 
lic Analysts ,  and some other  bodies who, in addi t ion  to the Oil and 
Colour Chemis t s '  Association,  are also in te res ted  in one or o ther  of 
the appl icat ions  of fats  and oils; but  you realized in t ime  tha t  the 

I subject  is large and complex enough to w a r r a n t  a Society which links 
toge ther  all the d ivergent  interests .  

T. P. Hilditch 
Natura l ly  our  chief in teres t  is in your  Journa l .  The number  of 

Br i t i sh  members  of your  Society is pe rhaps  not  very  large, but  there 
mus t  be few technical  ins t i tu t ions  or indus t r ia l  firms in Great  Br i t a in  or the Br i t i sh  Com- 
monweal th  who do not  include the Jou rna l  in their  l ibraries.  A p a r t  f rom its admirable  
fo rmat  and a r rangement ,  it seems to me to have two chief vir tues.  I ts  contents  range f rom 
those of an essential ly fundamenta l  character ,  on the one hand,  to ma t t e r s  of severely prac- 
tical and technical  impor t  on the other  ; i t  covers the whole field, including papers  on deter- 
gents  in their  p resen t -day  variety,  edible fat  technology, ant ioxidants ,  leci thins,  glycerol,  
d ry ing  oils, and their  many  technical  permuta t ions ,  and  so on. The J o u r n a l  a t t rac ts  contri- 
but ions f rom some of your  d i s t inguished  academic biochemists  and physical  chemists  as well 
as f rom a wide circle of your  technical research personnel ,  many  of whose names thus  be- 
come as famil iar  to Br i t i sh  readers  as in their  own country.  

Scientific cour tesy includes f rankness ,  and if a note of cri t icism may  add p iquancy to 
what  is otherwise a song of praise,  then occasionally one finds a pape r  in which a mass  
of exper imenta l  detail  miglit  have been p runed  and presen ted  in a fo rm easier  for  the 
reader  to comprehend  what  it is all about. But  un fo r tuna te ly  this is a de fec t  to be found 
at t imes in most  scientific journals ,  and so, at all events, you are in good company.  

The cooperat ive work on analyt ical  methods so thoroughly  unde r t aken  by commit tees  
of the A.O.C.S. is most  valuable and excites careful  a t tent ion  in this country.  The selec- 
t ion of abs t rac ts  of papers  f rom other  journals ,  again, appeal  to us by their  in format ive  
quality. As one much in te res ted  in addi t ions  to knowledge of the composi t ion of na tura l  
fats,  I welcome especially the accounts of newly inves t iga ted  fats  and  fa t ty  oils which 
f requent ly  appear  in your  Journa l .  Final ly,  in America,  more  than  in Bri ta in,  your  indus- 
t r ia l  organizat ions  encourage the publ ica t ion of the resul ts  of their  research  groups,  insofar  
as such resul ts  are of general  value and do not involve undue disclosure of the pr iva te  inter- 
ests of the firms, an example which could with advantage  be more  general ly  fol lowed over 
here. 

I know that  all my Br i t i sh  colleagues would wish to join me in compl iment ing  your  Soci- 
ety on its splendid record  of work for  scientists and  indust r ia l i s t s  in the field of fats,  fa t ty  
oils, and detergents ,  and on the value and excellence of your  Journa l .  

T. P. tIILDITCH, Liverpool ,  England.  


